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Office Hours Mon- Thu 9am-1pm | (907) 349-8388 | 2627 Lore Rd Anchorage, AK 99507 | holycrossalaska.net 

There are different ministries, 
but the same Lord.  

You then are the Body of Christ.  
Everyone of you is a member of it. 

1 Corinthians 12:5 & 27 

Twenty- First 

Sunday in  

Ordinary Time 

August 27, 2023 

Matthew 16:18 
You are Peter and upon this rock 

I will build my Church 
and the gates of the netherworld 

shall not prevail against it. 
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This Week at Holy Cross 
Mon Aug 28 
 9am- Mass 
 1pm- Aspen Creek Service 
Tue Aug 29 
 9am- Mass 
Wed Aug 30 
 9am- Mass 
Thu Aug 31 
 9am- Mass 
Fri Sep 1- Office Closed 
 9am- Communion Service 
Sat Sep 2 
 1pm- Legion of Mary 
 3-4pm-Confession 
 5pm- Mass 
Sun Sep 3 
 8am- Mass  
 9:15am-Faith Formation Faith Formation Cancelled! 
 11am- Mass 
 12pm- Rosary 
 

Mass Readings for Next Sunday 
Jeremiah 20:7-9 
The word of the Lord has brought me derision. 
Psalm 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 
My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 
Romans 12:1-2 
Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice. 
Matthew 16:21-27 
Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself. 

 

Mass Intentions 
8/26- 5pm: ROS Fr. Richard Pighini 
8/27- 8am: People of the Parish 
8/27- 11am: ROS Fr. Richard Pighini 
8/30- 9am: ROS Abraham Munoz 

 

Vocations Cross 
The Walker Family will pray with the 

vocations cross. 
 

*Consider signing up to pray with the vocations cross  
at the pedestal outside the sanctuary.* 

 
 

Reflection 
When church leadership fails us, it can often cause a crisis of 

faith. This is absolutely understandable, especially given the 
ways that we are often miscatechized about he relationship 
between power and holiness. But the leadership never really 
belonged to imperfect humans who failed us. It is, in the end, 
God who gave the power and who promises to side with the 
lowly ones. 

“Build My Church” 
Peter was no Virgin Mary. When the angel Gabriel paid Mary 

a visit and announced that God chose her to be the mother of 
Jesus, she hesitated but said yes. When Jesus first met Peter 
and filled his nets with fish, Peter’s response was something 
short of the Blessed Mother’s fiat: “Depart from me, Lord, for I 
am a sinful man” (Luke 5:8). I certainly get why Peter may have 
considered himself unworthy. The Gospels recount several 
times when Peter fell short, including when he denied Jesus 
three times before the cock crowed. 

I have also thought myself unworthy when I have felt Jesus 
calling. It could be as simple as leading a small group at the 
Newman Center in college or as complicated as being a 
husband and father. All too often, the magnitude of the 
responsibility overcomes me. I feel unqualified. “Lord, are you 
sure you want me for this?” I have to remind myself that God 
accomplishes wondrous things through his lowly servants. 

It was God who revealed Jesus’ identity to Peter. I sometimes 
wonder if Peter fully understood his own words, “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” Peter may have stumbled, 
but he clearly loved the Lord. Jesus did not build his Church on 
sand—but on rock. It is Jesus who built it, and Peter who 
cooperated. 

That Church still stands. It reaches souls in every nation on 
earth and will remain until the Lord comes again. In the 
meantime, Jesus calls his followers, like you and me, to do our 
part to spread the Gospel. In us, Jesus continues the work he 
began in Peter. We have only to repent of our shortcomings 
and receive the grace God offers. The Lord will never depart 
from us. 

J. D. Long-García 
J. D. Long-García is senior editor at America magazine. 
 

On the Way Home from Mass… 
I wonder how Simon Peter felt when 
Jesus said, “Blessed are you… Upon this 
rock I will build my church.” I wonder if 
he fully understood what Jesus was 
asking of him. 



Faith Formation Classes 
September 3: No Classes! Have an amazing Labor Day 
  weekend. 
 
 New families, register at:  
 holycrossalaska.net/formation 

 
Interested in becoming Catholic? OCIA will meet  

Tuesday evenings at 7pm starting Sep 12! 



PARISH MINISTRIES SERVICE TEAM 
Altar Servers- Jerica Manaois: 230-9418 

Art & Environment- Marilyn Kerr: 346-1624 

Bereavement & Baked Goods- Joan Karcz: 344-0168 

Blessed Sacrament Monastery- Sandon Broek: 947-9168 

Clare House- Leslie Holland: 337-278-7852 

Faith Formation- Jerica Manaois: 306-9363 

Church Maintenance- Mike Likar: 529-9015  

Eucharistic Ministers- John Hoppe: 350-7580 

Finance- Greg Magee: 575-3197  

Parish Nurse Program- Deb Seidl: 301-4180 

Hospitality- Joy Maglaqui: 360-5133 

Knights of Columbus- Pat Seidl: 242-1127 

Lawn & Garden- Julie Spralding: 636-399-0892 

Legion of Mary- Mercy Acheson: 223-4822 

Library- Maureen Retzel: 441-0460 

Liturgical Ministries Coordinator- Julie Thomas: 538-1109 

Livestream- John Roberts: 317-6808 

Music Ministry- Sheila Soukup: 250-6234 

Prayer Chain- Joan Gillis: 346-3147 

Readers- Jason Hlasny: 242-6655 

OCIA- Sandon Broek: 947-9168 

Sacristan- Matthew Williams: 632-4252 

Snow Plowing- Looking for help! 

Youth/Young Adult- Jerica Manaois: 306-9363 

Thank you for supporting our advertisers!  
ALERT! Holy Cross staff will not contact you requesting 

gift cards. Never purchase or send money/gift cards 
electronically. 

Financial Corner 


