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Dec 2022 

Dear Sisters and Brothers of Holy Cross Parish, 

 

As we celebrate the birth of Our Lord two thousand years ago, we gather again to ask 
that he might be born once more in our own minds and hearts and the lives of others 
in our time and place in human history, the history of salvation.   The terrible war in 
Ukraine, the injustice and oppression that prevail in so many parts of the world, and 
the violence that so many have experienced in our own country remind us of our 
continuing need for Christ’s merciful, loving presence in our lives. 

 

When we remember the events that we celebrate at Christmas, we don’t do so from a 
distance as in the case of other historical events that we commemorate.  Instead, we 
are participants in those events, continuing the saving work that Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph began so many years ago in our role as members of their Holy Family with 
Christians of all times and places.  The many expressions of love and friendship that 
we offer at this time each year help us to participate in the eternal love of God for 
each one of us that we hope to share in the world to come.  Indeed, like so many 
other aspects of our lives as Christians, our Christmas celebrations offer a foretaste of 
the life of heaven, a life of unlimited and everlasting love.  

 

The last three years have 
presented us all with special 
challenges, and the coming year 
may do so as well.  But just as 
Jesus overcame the even greater 
obstacles of his own time and 
place, so we have confidence that 
he will continue to do this for us 
and those we love.  May the Lord 
bless all of us, and our families 
and loved ones wherever they 
might be, this Christmas and 
throughout the new year!  

 

Fr Pat 



Mon Dec 26- Office Closed 
 9am- Mass 
 1pm- Aspen Creek Service 
Tue Dec 27- Office Closed 
 9am- Mass 
 7pm- OCIA 
Wed Dec 28- Office Closed 
 9am- Mass 
Thu Dec 29- Office Closed 
 9am- Mass 
Fri Dec 30-Office Closed 
 9am- Mass 
Sat Dec 31 
 1pm- Legion of Mary 
 3-4pm- Confession 
 5pm- Mass 
Sun Jan 1 
 8am- Mass 
 11am- Mass 
 12pm- Rosary 
 
 

Mon Jan 2- Office Closed 
 9am- Mass 
 1pm- Aspen Creek Service 
 6:30pm- Maintenance Meeting 
Tue Jan 3 
 9am- Mass 
 7pm- OCIA 
 7:30pm- Knights of Columbus Meeting 
Wed Jan 4 
 9am- Mass 
Thu Jan 5 
 9am- Mass 
Fri Jan 6-Office Closed 
 9am- Mass 
Sat Jan 7 
 1pm- Legion of Mary 
 3-4pm- Confession 
 5pm- Mass 
Sun Jan 8 
 8am- Mass 
 11am- Mass 
 12pm- Rosary 

Holy Cross Calendar 

Ministry Schedule for next week (Dec 31/Jan 1) 

Mass Music Sacristan Servers Readers EM Hospitality 

Sat 
5 pm 

Ryan Meliton 
(walk-ins welcome) 

Matt Williams Joseph Salao Dave Alzheimer  
Ray Meliton  

Pat Seidl Bell 
Family 

Sun 
8 am 

Ryan Meliton 
(walk-ins welcome) 

Mike Webb Need 2 Servers Julie Kentch Mike Likar Clara Hoppe 
Dora Castillo  

Sun 
11 am 

Sheila Soukup 
(walk-ins welcome) 

 Need Volunteer Kaosi Morah 
Rowdy Reynoso 

Michelangelo Canale 
Megan Green 

Steve Thomas Theresa Mitchell  
Need Volunteer 

Ministry Schedule for next week (Jan 7/8) 

Mass Music Sacristan Servers Readers EM Hospitality 

Sat 
5 pm 

Ryan Meliton 
(walk-ins welcome) 

Pat Seidl Wisdom Marquez 
Daniel Muldoon 

Ray Meliton 
Deb Seidl  

Julie Spradling Linda Galamgam 
Virtue Marquez 
Susan Gallardo 

Sun 
8 am 

Ryan Meliton 
(walk-ins welcome) 

John Hoppe NA Eilisa Maes 
Alice Garrod  

John Hoppe Garroutte Family 

Sun 
11 am 

Sheila Soukup 
(walk-ins welcome) 

Need Volunteer  Nikylla & Nathan 
Marcelino 

Michelangelo 
Canale  

Nina Dizon Degenhardt Family 



Mass Readings for Jan 1, Solemnity of Mary,  
the Holy Mother of God  

Numbers 6:22-27 
They shall invoke my name upon the Israelites, and I will 
bless them. 

Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 
May God bless us in his mercy. 

Galatians 4:4-7 
God sent his Son, born of a woman. 

Luke 2:16-21 
They found Mary and Joseph and the infant. When the 
eight days were completed, he was named Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mass Readings for Jan 8, Epiphany of the Lord 

Isaiah 60:1-6 
The glory of the Lord shines upon you. 

Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 
Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 

Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 
Now it has been revealed that the Gentiles are coheirs 
of the promise. 

Matthew 2:1-12 
We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him 
homage. 



Reflection: Dec 25, Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord 
Glory to God in the highest! When Jesus was born angels rejoiced, a star shone brightly in the sky, both Jewish shepherds and 
non-Jewish wise men came to adore him, and Jesus, the long awaited Messiah, was lying in a feeding place for animals. God 
chose a young woman named Mary to be his mother, and a small town called Bethlehem as a place for his Son to be born as a 
vulnerable baby. God’s Son could have come to us as a strong king, with earthly power and influence, but God chose to come 
as a baby. Small and vulnerable must not mean the same thing to God! This baby wrapped in swaddling clothes is the Prince of 
Peace, Mighty God, Wonderful Counselor! 

Which Word Would He Be? 
In the beginning was the Word, but what kind? Today the metaphor leaps to life. If we borrowed a page from language 
textbooks, which Word would Jesus be? 

He is a noun: solid and concrete, personal and present. 
He is a verb: active in our world, always on the move. 
He is a preposition: expressing relationship and linking everything. 
He is a pronoun: close and intimate. 
He is a gerund: the verb of eternal action. 
He is adjective and adverb: enriching and describing how to live. 
This Word is also punctuation, every exclamation mark of joy, every question mark of mystery. He is thought and pre-

thought, present to the non-verbal and the pre-verbal. He is in our ears, lips, eyes, and hands—every way language is 
expressed. He is Alpha and Omega, every letter in every language, even the silence and space between words, where possibility 
dwells among us. 

If Scripture is a library of divine love, then today is the birthday of the Great Book, the Word written across every page. 
Today is born to us a savior, the newborn babe who cries and cannot speak, whose first words are yet to come, whose 

teaching and preaching will change the world. If we are words within the Word, what will we speak in his honor? What will we 
become in his name? 

Laura Kelly Fanucci 
Laura Kelly Fanucci is a writer, speaker, and retreat leader. She is author of Everyday Sacrament: The Messy Grace of 
Parenting and To Bless Our Callings: Prayers, Poems, and Hymns to Celebrate Vocation. 

On the Way Home from Mass 
The angels sang, “Glory to God in the highest.” We proclaim these same words every Sunday at Mass. I wonder how the angels 
felt that made them sing these words. 



Screwtape Letters 
continue 
Our book study on C.S. Lewis’s 
The Screwtape Letters and the 
Catechism continues meeting 
on Thursday evenings from 
6:30-8pm (resuming Jan. 12 
and running through Feb. 26). 
Each week stands on its own 
and does not require any pre-
study or past context: we read 
and discuss everything during 
our meeting. New faces 
always welcome! 

Lectio: Eucharist 
In honor of the Eucharistic Revival, we will host a mini-
series on the Eucharist throughout Lent and Easter. 
Here’s a sneak peek from Formed.org: 

"The Lamb of God," "The Bread of Life," "The 
Body and the Blood of Christ"... these are phrases 
we know from the Mass. But do we understand 
what they mean in the greater and deeper 
context of Scripture and Church teaching? We'll 
discover firsthand how Christ's Body and Blood 
are an integral and wondrous part of God's plan 
for our salvation. Acclaimed author and teacher 
Dr. Brant Pitre digs down to the biblical roots of 
the Eucharist, through its foreshadowing in the 
miraculous events of the Old Testament, the 
Gospels, and Apostolic teaching. 

Join us on Thursdays from 6:30-8pm, beginning 
Thursday, February 23. This study is for young adults 
and adults. 

GROW YOUR FAITH THIS SPRING! 

A Holy Happy Hour 
A group of Holy Cross 
parishioners host a monthly 
social called “Drinking with the 
Saints,” where we gather for a 
potluck dinner, drinks, and a 
discussion based on the lives 
of that month’s saints. 

Meetings are usually held on 
3rd or 4th Fridays of the 
month and rotate among host 

families. The first social of the year will be held January 
24 (6pm drinks, 6:30pm dinner). Contact Anna Schulten 
for details on this or future month’s dates/locations. 

 

For Teens & Children 
Faith Formation: 50% off & Financial Aid 
It’s not too late to sign up for Faith Formation classes! 
Although sacrament preparation classes begin in the fall 
each year, families can sign up for Family Session and 
classrooms anytime. 

In Holy Cross Faith Formation, students spend every 
other weekend in classrooms (learning with peers in age-
group sessions) and Family Sessions (learning with 
parent(s) or other adult family/friend in large groups). 

Join us for the spring semester for half off the fall 
registration costs:  

• 1 child: $40 

• 2 children: $60 

• 3+ children: $75 

Financial aid is also available. Learn more, view the 
calendar, and sign up online: holycrossalaska.net/
formation  

Middle School & High School 
Spring Retreat 
Save the Date: Feb. 24-25 at St. 
Therese’s Camp in Wasilla for students 
in 6-12th grade. Sledding and/or 
tubing day included, weather 
permitting. More information coming 
later this month.  

For Adults & Young Adults 

50% off 

https://www.holycrossalaska.net/formation
https://www.holycrossalaska.net/formation




Reflection: Jan 1, Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
The shepherds work with animals; they know mangers. A contemporary equivalent to this scene world be an office worker visiting someone 
else’s office and finding that someone has given birth on a desk. The extraordinary has entered the very mundane, the very ordinary. God 
really truly entered into this life. Our life. And God remains with us, here and now, present in our midst.  

She’s Our Mother Too 
As we celebrate the beginning of a new year, the Church gives us a solemn feast, Mary, the Mother of God. 

But God has no beginning, so how can God have a mother? Well, there’s always been a Catholic logic in response to that. Here’s the 
syllogism: Mary is the mother of Jesus. Jesus is God. Therefore, Mary is the mother of God. 

Who, really, was Mary? Christian spirituality offers us two complementary versions of the Blessed Virgin—one from Piety, the other 
from Scripture. 

The Mary of Piety is the Mary of devotions: Mary of the rosary (which is grounded in Scripture), of Guadalupe and Lourdes and Fatima, of 
pilgrimages and shrines, of litanies and Marian devotions everywhere. She is the one whom millions upon millions turn to in their need, 
seeking the guidance, comfort, and sympathy of a mother. The Mary of Piety is a rich mysticism of the poor—and of the poor in spirit. 

The Mary of Scripture comes to us in two forms. In Matthew and Luke, she is presented as the model of discipleship. Yes, Mary is Jesus’ 
mother, but she is the exemplary disciple, the one who is pregnant with God’s Word and who most faithfully carries the tension inherent in 
discipleship. Moreover, in Luke’s Gospel, she gives voice to how God ultimately responds to the powerlessness and oppression of the poor. 
Outside of the Lord’s Prayer, her Magnificat is the most precious prayer we have in the Gospels. 

But John’s Gospel gives Mary a different role. Here she is never called by her name but is always called “the mother of Jesus.” For John, 
Mary is the new Eve, the mother of everyone: Jesus, the beloved disciple, you, me, and the world itself. And that is truly something to 
celebrate. 

Fr. Ronald Rolheiser 
Ronald Rolheiser, OMI, teaches at the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas, where he served as president for fifteen years. His 
books are popular throughout the English-speaking world, and his weekly column is carried by more than seventy 
newspapers worldwide. 

On the Way Home from Mass 
The shepherds went in haste to find the baby. What would your reaction be after finding out about the birth of the 
Messiah? 



 
I am the living bread that 
came down from heaven; 
whoever eats this bread 
will live forever; and the 

bread that I will give is my 
flesh for the life of the 

world. 
           JOHN 6:51  

 

Why Now? 
BECAUSE THE CHURCH NEEDS HEALING. AND THE 
WORLD NEEDS THE CHURCH.  
 
Scandal, division, disease, doubt. The Church has withstood each 
of these throughout our very human history. But today we confront 
all of them, all at once. Our response in this moment is pivotal. 
 
In the midst of these roaring waves, Jesus is present, reminding 
us that he is more powerful than the storm. He desires to heal, re-
new, and unify the Church and the world. 

 
How will he do it? By uniting us once again around the source and summit of our faith in the celebration of 
the Eucharist. The National Eucharistic Revival is the joyful, expectant, grassroots response of the entire 
Catholic Church in the U.S. to this divine invitation. 
 

What’s Next? 

It takes time to kindle a living, loving relationship—and a relationship with Jesus Christ is no exception. 
That’s why the Eucharistic Revival allows three years for discernment, encounter, and grassroots response 

on the diocesan, parish, and individual levels. Find out what to expect along this journey: 

 
THE FEAST OF CORPUS CHRISTI: June 19, 2022 
Launched our national response to the Lord’s call with widespread eucharistic processions and adoration 
on the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ. 

 
YEAR OF DIOCESAN REVIVAL: June 19, 2022 – June 11, 2023 
This first year of the Revival invites diocesan staff, bishops, and priests to respond to the Lord’s personal 
invitation and equips them to share this love with the faithful through eucharistic congresses and events. 
 
YEAR OF PARISH REVIVAL: June 11, 2023 – July 17, 2024 
The second phase will foster Eucharistic devotion at the parish level, strengthening our liturgical life 
through faithful celebration of the Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, missions, resources, preaching, and organic 
movements of the Holy Spirit. 

 

NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS: July 17 – 21, 2024 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
At this historic event, more than 80,000 Catholics of all ages will gather in Indianapolis to reconsecrate their 
hearts to the source and summit of our faith. 
 
YEAR OF GOING OUT ON MISSION: July 21, 2024 – Pentecost 2025 
Having enkindled a missionary fire in the hearts of the American faithful, the Holy Spirit will send us out on 
mission to share the gift of our Eucharistic Lord as we enter the universal Church’s jubilee year in 2025. 



Considering Catholic Education? 
Holy Cross offers financial aid scholarships to students attending Catholic 
Schools in the Archdiocese of Anchorage Juneau.  It is not too late to apply! 
Contact the office to get an application.   
Email office@holycrossalaska.net 

 
Save the Date: Lent & Easter 
Ash Wednesday (Feb. 22) 

Holy Thursday (Apr. 6) 7pm 

Good Friday (Apr. 7): 3pm Stations of the Cross and Liturgy at 7pm 
followed by confessions. The Good Friday Faith Walk will also happen 
downtown this spring. 

Easter Vigil (Apr. 8) 8pm (no 5pm Mass) 

Easter (Apr. 9) (8am and 11am) 

 

Weekly during Lent: 
Tuesdays 6:30-7:30pm: Confession and Adoration  

Fridays 6pm Stations, followed by Soup supper 

 

 

Job Opening At Holy Cross 
Director of Faith Formation 

 
The current Director of Faith Formation, Anna 
Schulten, is leaving in May 2023 (read her 
letter to the parish on the website: 
holycrossalaska.net/apply). Applications are 
now being accepted for her successor. 

 

The Director of Faith Formation is responsible for the development, supervision and coordination of 
all evangelization programs in the parish, ensuring that the mission and vision of missionary 
discipleship is fulfilled, with a particular focus on the parish’s children, youth and young adults. He/
she is responsible to coordinate the recruitment, training, support and appreciation of ministry 
catechists. The Director of Faith Formation reports directly to the Pastor. This is a full-time paid 
position. Download the description at holycrossalaska.net/apply 

 

To apply, and for more information, contact Fr. Pat Travers at pjtravers@att.net.  

holycrossalaska.net/apply
holycrossalaska.net/apply
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PARISH MINISTRIES SERVICE TEAM 
Altar Servers- Jess Manaois: 230-9418 

Art & Environment- Marilyn Kerr: 346-1624 

Bereavement & Baked Goods- Joan Karcz: 344-0168 

Blessed Sacrament Monastery- Sandon Broek: 947-9168 

Clare House- Leslie Holland: 337-278-7852 

Faith Formation- Anna Schulten: 306-9363 

Church Maintenance- Mike Likar: 529-9015  

Eucharistic Ministers- John Hoppe: 350-7580 

Finance- Greg Magee: 575-3197  

Parish Nurse Program- Deb Seidl: 301-4180 

Hospitality- Joy Maglaqui: 360-5133 

Knights of Columbus- Pat Seidl: 242-1127 

Lawn & Garden-  

Legion of Mary- Mercy Acheson: 223-4822 

Library- Debi Wickler: 952-1879 

Liturgical Ministries Coordinator- Julie Thomas: 538-1109 

Livestream- John Roberts: 317-6808 

Music Ministry- Sheila Soukup: 250-6234 

Prayer Chain- Joan Gillis: 346-3147 

Readers- Jason Hlasny: 242-6655 

OCIA- Sandon Broek: 947-9168 

Sacristan- Matthew Williams: 632-4252 

Snow Plowing- Vince Garroutte: 522-3647 

Youth/ Young Adult Ministry- Anna Schulten: 306-9363 

Thank you for supporting our advertisers!  

To sign up online giving visit holycrossalaska.net/give 
 

ALERT! Holy Cross staff will not contact you requesting 
gift cards. Never purchase or send money/gift cards 

electronically. 

Financial Corner 

https://www.holycrossalaska.net/give

